
Background:
● People for an Environmentally 

Responsible Kenmore (PERK): a CBO 
focused on “environmentally 
responsible practices in development & 
infrastructure”  in Kenmore, WA, USA

● How do we sustain this work as a social 
movement for Planetary Health?

● Purpose: Describe the power-relations 
involved in leading and following in 
PERK

Methods:
● Participatory Action Research
● Stakeholder Interviews including a 

Stream (Ontopoetic Technique)
● Negotiation theory (Objectives, 

Positions, Interests, & Power Relations)
● Participatory Visual Analysis
● Critical Storytelling

Results:
● Ten interviews
● Themes: Objectives (n=13 subthemes), 

Positions (n=14), Interests (n=6). 
Power-relations (n=5)

● Guidance for leading/following example: 
Tangled power-relations:

1. Use the first fight to organize
2. Wise stewarding of good/bad relations 
3. Leading/following is being a doula
4. Friendship and trust come from familial 

connections to Nature/Fish

Power and Planetary Health: Critical participatory action research on leading and following for the environment and justice in a community based organization

Major Finding:
Tangled power relations between the CBO 
(PERK) and other entities are influenced by 
participant interests in action, expanding 
influence, maintaining good/bad relations, and 
seeking knowledge 

“You might have a tiger by the 
tail….I vomited out all that gravel 

over onto 60th and did the Niagara 
Falls over at the Trillium project”

Participant table

Mooney, E. & Evans-Agnew, R. A. (2025)
Email: <robagnew@uw.edu> Mail: Box 358421, 1900 Commerce st, Tacoma WA 98402

Tangled Power Relations

Tschet Cha Thl

1997

First Flood

Rain/Snow event washed out 
driveway on 60th. County 
repaired culvert.

  

1995

Elizabeth moves to 
Kenmore

Purchases home in cul-de-sac 
next to Tschet Cha Thl.

  

2022

Wildfire Smoke 
Emergency

Advocacy for Asphalt Plan to be 
shut down in alignment with 
Governors order for reducing 
Industrial emissions in the 
emergency

  

2010

Asphalt Pollution 
Complaints

Pharmacy workers and Seniors 
Living in Apartments downwind 
begin to complain about fumes 
and particulate matter

  

2013

Shoreline Masterplan 
appeal

Work to include data on lake 
dioxins failed. TCT floods 
Harbor Village Condominiums.

  

1998-9

Adachi Construction 
floods the Basement

“Tiger by the tail” - Flooded 
basement brings neighbors 
divided by cul-de-sacs together 
to respond.

  

1998

Kenmore Incorporated

Kenmore begins new 
development boom with 
developer Adachi purchasing 
property by TCT.

  

2016

St Edwards Ball Field

Organizing with new neighbors 
to stop development in large 
park wetland (and site of 
children’s camp)

  

2007

TCT Breaks its banks. 
First Streamfest event.

Floods Harbor Village Marina. 
PERK organizes first annual 
stream celebration.

  

2017

UWT Air Monitoring

Citizen science monitoring for 
particulate matter pollution 
from the asphalt plant

  

2013-17

520 Bridge

Failure to stop hauling concrete 
shipping (to/from) for 520 
Bridge construction

  

2002

PERK Become a 501c3

4/2: Neighbors needed to organize 
to work with at Environmental 
Lawyer, after failing to stop Adachi 
at the city level. Settlement and 
City buys 3 lot: 2005

  

2020

Asphalt Plant Cited By 
Air Agency

Cited  for installing new pieces 
of equipment without prior 
application review and approval

  

2023

Asphalt Plant Permit

First ever emission standards 
for this site

  

2024

Sturgeon

Dead Sturgeon “Samantha” 
makes local news and 
stimulates sediment testing

  

2025

Sediment sampling

Core sample taken

  

Participant identify 
(M/F/Nonbinary)/Age

Professional Identity Social Identity

M/>60 Human Resources Facilitator/organizer/Elder
F/<60 Project Manager Mother/writer
M/>60 Fireman/Medic Organizer
F/>60 Environmental Lawyer Mother/Artist
M/>60 Black Activist Organizer/Connecter/Elder
M/>60 Indigenous Activist Connecter/Elder/Author
F/>60 Environmental scientist Mother/writer
M/>60 Environmental scientist Author
F/>60 Archivist/Journalist Mother/Elder
Stream n/a n/a

Thematic Key: 
Ochre= Objectives, 
Green= Positions, 
Yellow= Interests

Power Relation Subthemes:
● Expert Power 
● Money Power
● Organizing Power
● Tangled Power 
● Roles and Power
● Balancing/Not Balancing 

Power

2009

Sunbrook

Successful settlement of  SEPA 
appeal to force set-backs from 
TCT for Sunbrook Homes

  

2016

Fighting Kenmore Air

Joined Lake Forest Park 
Stewardship Foundation to 
resist planned expansion of 
floating plane airport
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Reproduced with permission. First Published by the PHN Section at the American Public Health 
Association Conference in November, 2025

This poster is a product of a 14 year collaboration between a public health nurse and a leader of a community 
based environmental organization focused on health justice for humans and a salmon stream in Kenmore, 
Washington State. Our purpose was to describe the power-relations involved in leading and following in this 
organization that addresses hyper-local pollution threats to Planetary Health. Employing Planetary Health 
frameworks and participatory methods, we interviewed nine people involved in following and leading in the 
organization and we interviewed the stream at the center of the action. Interviewing streams is a reflective 
technique recommended for centering the voice of Nature in environmental investigation (in this case the 
stream is quoted as “vomiting” gravel over a housing project called Trillium). This poster describes one key 
finding - tangled power relations - that influences the dynamics of leading and following for persons and the 
stream. Employing negotiation theory, we found that participant, organizational, and institutional interests 
“entangle” the work of protecting humans and the stream, for example those involved in the struggle between 
local wetland preservation groups, housing developers and the city. We suggest that public health nurses can 
encourage problem solving and sustain the work of such organizations through promoting “doula” - type 
practices (list/see, address/judge, support/teach/act) in moving amongst these tangled power relations.


